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Reception Aurora gave him, &c. &c. &c. 


Gentleman, having loſt his Wife by 
the Hands of the Doctors, who tranf- 
mitted her to the other World, by the 


Medicines which ſhould have cured her of a Cough 
(of which ſhe might flill have been in Poſſeſſion, had 


on ma, de C wlifhy "alt 


| the never come under their Hands;) his Thoughts 


were wholly taken 3 in the Education of his only 
Daughter Aurora, then entering upon her Six and 


Twentieth Year : This Lady was in every Reſpect 


accompliſh'd; with Beauty ſhe claimed à Wit that 


had been thoroughly cultivated. Her Father was 


a good ſenſible Man, and happy in the Management 
of his Affairs with the greateſt Prudence; if he had 


a Weakneſs it was the Love of Talking, eſpecially 


of Wars and Battles; if any one happened upon 


* 


this String, in his Company, he directiy ſounded the 


heroical Trumpet, and lucky was it for his Friends 
if they came off with fo little as the Relation of two : 


Sieges and three Battles; as two Thirds of his Life 
had been ſpent in the Service, his Memory always 


farniſhed him with Exploits, which no body head 
with ſuch Delight as he related, and the Un? 


happineſs of a ſtammering Voice joined wich great 
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Prolixity, generally made his Stories ſufficiently dif- 


agreeable : However, all together, few Noblemen 
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- of Fact 
— 


Ot Sj 
«bore a fairer Charater? be was of a good Temper, 


neithietobſtinate nor whimſical, which is pretty ex- 
tragenen in a Man of Quality, and tho* a good 
anomiſt, lived with Splendour. His Servants 
ed of ſome Footmen, and three Women that 
attended upon Aurora. I ſoon ſaw that I was got 
into a good Place, and my Care was how to keep 


it, to this End I apply'd myſelf to know how 


Matters ſtood, ſtudied the Inclinations of every 
Body in the Family; and by regulating myſelf ac- 
cordingly, ſoon. gain'd my Maſter's Favour, and 
the Love of all my Fellow-Servants. . 

In about a Month I began to think that his 
Daughter diſtinguiſhed me from all the other Do- 
meſticks; every Time her Eyes happen'd to glance 


on me, I perceiv'd a certain Complaiſance not to 


be found in the Looks ſhe beſtow'd upon the others. 


5 Had I not lived among tops and Players, I might 
never have imagined that Aurora had entertained 
an Kind of Thoughts of me: But with thoſe Gentle- 


men, the moſt virtuous Woman in the World muſt 
not expect more Mercy than the vicious. If we 
believe thoſe People, ſays I, the Women of 


ey have Whims and Freaks as well as other 
People, if a Man knows but how to make a right 


Uie of them; and who knows but my Miſtreſs may 
be as ſubject to them, as the reſt of her Sex. But 


no, continued I, it can never be ſo with her, ſhe 


will never forget the Dignity of her Birth, throw 
away her Regard upon a Dunghil, and bring an 
eternal Blot upon her Honour. No, ſhe is rather 
one. of thoſe tender-hearted Creatures, who, tho' 
ſtrictly virtuous, and taking all the Freedoms that 


Modeſty will allow of, makes no Scruple of enter- 


raining a Paſſion that may amuſe without Danger. 


This was my Opinion of my Miſtreſs, and when- 
ever ſhe looked upon me, ſhe CNT; ſmiled 


or 


| f iT. ME 
or gave ſome ad Tak of her being pleaſed with | 
me; a wiſer Man than myſelf might have been in- 
ſnared by ſuch Appearances, and I cou'd not for 
my Soul help giving Credit to them: I fancied Au- 
rora violently ſmitten, and I began to think myſelf 
one of thoſe fortunate Domeſticks, whoſe Servitude 
is by Love, turned into Eaſe and Pleaſure, That I 
might in ſome Meaſure appear leſs unworthy the 
Happineſs my good Fortune intended me, I began 
to be more careful and nice about my Perſon than 
I uſed to be; my Money was expended in Linnen, 
in Waſhes, in Effences. The firſt Thing in a 
Morning, was to dreſs up and perfume myſelf, that 
J might be prepared, if Occaſion offered, to appear 
before my Miſtreſs; and in this Manner I flatter'd, 
myſelf that my Happineſs was near at Hand. | 
One of Aurora's Women was called Ortiz, ſhe 
was pretty old, had lived above twenty Years in 
Don Vinceni's Family, brought up his Daughter, 
and ſtill retained the Quality of Duegna; tho* ſhe 
no longer perform'd the odious Duty of one. In- 
ftead of being a Spy upon Aurora's Actions, as 
formerly, ſhe now looked upon it as her Duty to, 
conceal them; one Evening, having an Opportu- 
nity of ſpeaking to me in private, ſhe ſaid to me, in 
a low Voice: If I could be wiſe-and ſecret, I might 
come into the Garden at Midnight, and be inform- 
ed of ſome Things which I ſhould not be ſorry to 
know. TI ſeized the old Woman's Hand, anſwered. 
that I ſhould not fail of being there, and. parted 
for fear of being ſurprized ; how tedious were the 
Moments till Supper, and from Supper till my Ma- 
ſter*'s Bed Time, I thought every Thing in "Mm 
Houſe went on ten Times flower than uſual ; 
plague me ſtill more, Don Vincent had no ſooner 
retired ro his Chamber, than inſtead. of fleeping, 
immediately fell to fighting over his Portugueſe Bat - 
B 2 tles, 


_ - "oy which he had Weds: i a me with a hundred 
= Times. But had never told me, reſerving it for 
= that Ni ight, the Names of the particular Officers 
l 1 that had diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by any Thing re- 

© markables nay, he entered into every Exploit he 

bad perform'd, which I had no Patience to liſten 
8 to. 9 at laſt he put a Stop to the Sto- 
= ry, and went to Bed; T fc ew to my Apartment, 

F ' rhro* which was a Pair of Back- Stairs that led to 
the Garden, perfumed myſelf, put on a clean 
Shirt, forgot nothing that might contribute to 
heighten the Lady's Affection, and away to the 
Place of Aſſignation. 

As I did not find Ortiz there, I ſuppoſed, that 
having ſtaid for me till ſhe was weary, ſhe had re- 
tired to her Chamber, and ſo the critical Minute 
was paſt, Upon this, I could not help wiſhing 
Don Vincent at the Devil; but as I was curſing his 
Wars and Campaigns, the Clock ſtruck Ten: I 
thought it went wrong, and cou'd not perſuade 
my ſelf that it was Jeſs than One in the Morning, 
But happy for me, I was deceived on the right Side; 
well, ſays I to myſelf, I have now no more nor leſs 
chan two long Hours to attend: However, they 
can't complain that I have not been punctual. 
What am I to do with myſelf till Twelve; why 
Fl take a Walk in this Garden, and ſtudy my Part 
in the Scene that is approaching, and which is quite 
new to me; I have not yet been much uſed to theſe 
ſame Women of Quality. As to a common Wench, 
or an Actreſs, you accoſt them with Familiarity, 
and come immediately to the Point: But here ano- 
ther Conduct is required, I ſuppoſe a Man muſt 
be polite, complaiſant, tender and reſpectful, and 
not too timorous neither, Inſtead of hurrying on 
bis Happineſs by the Violence of his Tranſports, he / 

mult 


1 wait with Diligence, 5 the Moment of Weak: 

neſs, 
- Theſe were my Arguments, and this 2 was the Rule 
I determined to follow in my Converſation with Au- 


rora. I comforted myſelf with the Hopes of being 


ſhortly at the Feet of that lovely Object, and ſaying 


a thouſand tender Things to her. I 3 all 


the Scraps of Plays which might be of Service in our 
Conference, and heighten her good Opinion of me; 
and concluded, I ſhould paſs for a Wit, like ſome 
Players.of my Acquaintance, tho? all I had to boaſt 
of, was a good Memory. In theſe Reflections, 1 
heard the Clock ſtrike Eleven, took Heart, and 
fell again to my Reverie, ſometimes walking, 
and ſometimes fitting, At length, the Hour ſo long 
expected, came to my Relief; and Oriiæ, as punc- 
tual, tho' not ſo impatient, as myſelf, appear d. 
Signior Gil Blas, ſays ſhe, how long have you wait- 
ed here? Two Hours ſays I, You were reſolved, I 
ſee, ſays ſhe, laughing, not to be too late. There's 
ſome Pleaſure in an Aſſignation with ſuch an one, 
And indeed, continued ſhe, with a ſerious Air, you 


can never make a ſuitable Return for the good Fort: 


tune I come to bring you. My Miſtreſs has a Mind 
to talk with you in private. I ſay no more. The 
reſt you muſt hear from no Mouth bur ber own. 
Follow me: Þ'll carry you to her Apartment. With 
this, ſhe led me by the Hand, thro” a little Door, 
of which ſhe had the Key, and brought me into her 
Miſtreſs's Chamber. 

Aurora was in a Diſbabille. I ſaluted her with all 
the Reſpect and Grace I was able. She received me 
ſmiling, made me fit down by her, notwithſtanding 
all my Excuſes, and bid her Ambaſſadreſs retire: ro 
the next Room. After this Prelude, which had no 
ill Aſpect, Gil Blas, ſays ſhe, you muſt have per- 
ceived that I view you with ſo much more Favour 55 
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« 61 
Diſtinion than any other Servant my Father has: 
That tho* my Looks had not informed you of a 
| KindneſsT have for you, the Step J have this Night 
taken ought certainly to convince you of it. 
Without giving her Time to proceed, 1 thought, 
that as a Man of Gallantry, I was to exempt her 
Modeſty from the Confuſion of expreſſing herſelf 
more fully, I roſe up tranſported, and throwing 
myſelf at her Feet, like a Theatrical Hero before his 
Princeſs, I cried out moſt vehemently, Madam, is 
it then poſſible that Gil Blas, the Foot-ball of For- 
tune, and the Outcaſt of the Creation, ſhould have 
the Happineſs of inſpiring you with Sentiments — 
Not ſo loud, interrupted the Lady laughing, you'll 
wake the Maids, who are aſleep but in the next 
| —_ Riſe, take your Seat again, and hear me 
Yes, Gil Blas, continued ſhe, with an Air of 
Ry I have the greateſt Regard for you; and, 
as a Proof of my Eſteem, I ſhall intruſt you with a 
Secret, upon which depends the Quiet of my whole 
Life. Iam in love with a young Cavalier who is 
handfome, and of a noble Family, His Name is 
Don LZgwis Pacheco: I now and then ſee him in 
Publick ; but never yet ſpoke to him, nor do I know 
what Character he has in the World, nor what Vices 
he may be guilty of: Now this is the Thing I would 
be inform'd in: And ſome body I ſhall want to en- 
quire carefully into his Manner of Living, and to 
give me a faithful Account of all he diſcovers. I 
chooſe you for this Purpoſe : I am confident T may 
ſafely truſt you with this Commiſſion ; and hope you 
will acquit yourſelf with ſuch Addreſs and Diſcretion, 
that I may not ng having placed my at pop 
in you. 
Here ſhe was ſilent, expecting an Anſwer to what 
ſhe ſaid. I was at firſt not a ſittle confounded at 
having the Change 20 upon me in this ; 
; UL 


| 171 2 
but I ſ60n recover'd. myſelf, and teſtify*'d fo much 
Zeal for her Ladyſhip's Intereſt, and devoted my- 
ſelf to her Service with ſuch Warmth, that if I did 
not undeceive her when ſhe imagined I had flatter'd 
myſelf that ſhe was in love with me; at leaſt, I con- 
vinced her that I knew how to make up for a fooliſh 


Action after I had committed it. I aſk*'d but two 


Days to give her a full Account of Don Lewis. At- 
ter this, ſhe call'd Ori;zz, who led me back into the 
Garden, and told me at parting, ſhe need not put 
me in Mind of coming ſoon enough to the Place of 
Appointment :- She well knew how punctual a Man 
I was in Things of this Nature. 

I return'd to my Chamber, not without the Vexa- 
tion of finding myſelf balk'd. However, I had 
Senſe to reflect, that it was more agreeable to my 
Condition to be my Miſtreſs's Confident, than her 
Lover. I conſidered, this might come to be of 
ſome Advantage to me; that Brokers in Love are 
generally well rewarded for their Pains; and ſo went 
quietly to Bed with a Reſolution to do whatever Au- 
rora ſhould command me. I entered upon this Af- 
fair the very next Morning. The Houſe of fo noble 
a Cavalier as Don Lewis, was not hard to find. 1 
enquired about him in the Neighbourhood ; but the 
Perſons I applied to, could not fully ſatisfy my Curio- 
ſity. This obliged me to renew my Search again 
next Day, when I was more ſucceſsful by meeting a 
Fellow of my Acquaintance. Whulſt we ſtood talk- 
ing a little, there paſs'd by a Friend of his, who ac- 
coſted us, and told us he was juſt turn'd out of the 
Service of Don Joſeph Pacheco, Don Lewis's Father, 
for a Tierce of Wine he was accuſed of ſtealing. . 1 
did not omit this Opportunity of informing mylelt 
in every Thing I wanted to know; and aſk'd. fo 
many Queſtions, that I returned home, well pleaſed 
at being able to keep my Word with my Miſtreſs. 
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The next Night I was to ſee her again: at the fame 


Hour, and in the fame Manner as before. I was 
not now ſo uneaſy as then, and was fo far from hear- 


. ing my old Maſter's Stories with Impatience, that 1 


myſelf brought upon the Board the Subject of his 
Campaigns. I waited for Twelve with the moſt 


_ Philoſophical Tranquility in the World; and it was 


not till I had heard it ſtrike by ſeveral Clocks, that 
I went down into the Garden, without either Efſen- 


ces or Perfumes about me. fy | 
At the Place of Rendezvous the punctual Dies | 


was in waiting, and maliciouſly upbraided me with 
having leſſen d my Diligence. I made no Reply, 


but follow'd her to the Apartment of Aurora, who 
immediately aſk d me if I had enquired thoroughly 


into Don Lewis's Character. Yes, Madam, ſays I; 


and will in two Words inform you what I have 


heard. Firſt then, you muſt know, he is ſoon to 


return to Salamanca, in order to finiſh his Studies; 
A Cavalier of great Honour and Probity : And for 


: e being a Gentleman and a Caſtilian, it is 


not poſſible he ſhould want it. He has a great deal 


of Wit, and is of a very engaging Behaviour: But 
laſtly, (which you'll perhaps think the worſt Part of 
the Story) he is too much of the Temper of moſt of 


our young Noblemen; he is a confounded Rake. 
Wauld you think it? As young as he is, he has al- 
ready had two Actreſſes in keeping. What do I 
hear, cried Aurora? What a Character is this! But, 


Gil Blas, are you ſure he is fo licentious ? Thar, 


Madam, I do not in the leaſt doubt of, replied J. 
A Servant, whom they turn*d away this Morning, - 
told it me; and Servants are not very ſparing when 
they tell their Maſters Faults, Beſides, he herds 
with Don Alexo Seguiar, Don Antonio Centelles, and 
Don Fernando de Gamboa. This alone plainly de- 
monſtrates it. Tis enough, Gi ras faid my Mi- 


ſtreſs 


[9 1 
ſtreſs ſighing: I am reſolved to overcome my uns 
worthy Affection. | Tho' it has already. taken Root 
too deeply in my Heart, yet I do not deſpair of 
rearing. it out. There, ſaid ſhe, putting into my 
Hand a Purſe, take that for your Trouble : take 
Care not to reveal this. Secret ; and remember that 
I depend entirely upon your Silence. 2 & 

I aſſured my Miſtreſs, that ſhe might bequite at 
Eaſe, and that I was the very Harpocrates of Cons 
fidents. Upon this, I retired ; impatient to know 
the Contents of the Purſe, which I found to 
be twenty Piſtoles. If Aurora, thinks I, pays 
ſo well for ill News, what would ſhe have done, 
had the Account I brought her, been what ſhe 
defired? I repented that I did not imitate the 
Lawyers, who generally in their Verbal Proceſſes 

| conceal the real Matter of Fact. I was forry I hag 
nip'd in the Bud a Gallantry, that might have 
| ju ſo gainful to me. 

Soon afrer this Adventure, Signior Don Vincent 
fell ſick; the Symptoms of his Illneſs were ſo 
violent, as to give. Reaſon to apprehend ſome fatal 
Event, The Moment he was taken, the two moſt 
tamous Doctors in Madrid were ſent for; Dr. An- 
dros, and Dr. Oquetos. They examined him with 
Attentiveneſs, and after an exact Obſervation, - a- 
greed that the Humours were in a Ferment; but 
they could agree in nothing elſe, - I find it ſpeedily 
neceſſary, ſaid Andros, to purge the Humours, 
while they are yet in a violent Agitation, as it were 
of Flux and Reflux, leſt they ſhould fix upon ſome 
of the nobler Parts. Oquetos, on the other Hand, 
perſiſted in ſtaying till the Humours were con- 
cocted before they made uſe of Purgation, But 
your Method, replyed the Firſt, is directly con- 
trary to that of the Prince of Phyſick ; Hippocrates 
adviſes us to purge in the Beginning of the molt 

C violent 


[to] 


Holen Fever; and ſays, in ſo many Words, that 
we ſhould be fore to do it ſpeedily, when the Hu- 
mouts are in Orgaſm, that is to ſay, while they are 
in a Fermentation. Ay, that's what deceives you, 
replied Oquetes : Hippocrates, by the Word Orgaſm, 
does not mean a Ferment, but a Concoction of the 
Humours. = 
Our Doctors were now grown warm. One quotes 
- ths Greek Text, and brings in all the Authors that 
explain it as he does; the other, relying upon a 
Latin Tranſlation, out. bawls his Adverſary. Which 
of their Advices ſhould we take ? Don Vincent, for 
his Part, had no Skill in the Diſpute. However, 
finding himſelf obliged to make choice of one, he 
fixed upon him who had diſpatched moſt Patients. 
'F mean, the Oldeſt: And immediately Andros, who 
was the Junior, turned upon his Heel and march'd 
off, not without caſting ſome Reflections upon his 
Senior about the Word Orgaſm. Oquetos thus got the 
Day, and began his. Work by fetching half my 
Maſter's Blood out of his Body, meaning not to 
purge him till the Humours were concocted; but 
Death, who I ſuppoſe was afraid of a Purgation ſo 
wiſely deferr'd, was beforehand with the Con- 
coction, and carry'd off the Patient. This was the 
End of Signior Don Vincent, who loſt his Life, 
be uſe his Doctor did not underſtand Greek. 5 
re bury'd her Father in all the Pomp his 
Birth and Quality required, and took upon her the 
Adminiſtration of his Eſtate. Being now her own 
Miſtreſs, ſhe: turn'd off ſome of her Servants, I 
was one of thoſe, whom ſhe retained, went with 
her into the Country, and had the good Fortune to 
become neceſfary ro her. » Notwithſtanding the 
faithful Account I had given her of Don Lewis, 
ſhe ſtill loved that Cavalier ; and would now talk 
to me freely without Fear or Probuction.. Gil Blas, 


ſaid 


| | * 11 + | 
ſaid ſhe, with a Sigh, I'can- denial Don 
Lewis : 0 what I will to drive him from my 
Thoughts, he continually offers himſelf to them, 
not as he is deſcribed by you, plunged in Vice and 
Diſorder; but as I could wiſh him, tender, pa- 
ſionate, and conſtant, At theſe: Words, ſhe burſt 
into Tears, which had like to have ſet me a weep= 
ing too: I was moved at this Sight, and could 
never have made my Court to her better, than 
when I was concerned at her Uneaſineſs. My good 
Friend, continued ſhe, after having wipe away. 
her Tears, I-ſee you are of a very tender Nature, 
and I am ſo pleaſed with your Zeal, that I am re- 
ſolved to reward it. Vour Aſſiſtance, Gi Blas, is 
now more neceſſary than ever, and I'll acquaint you» | 
with the Project I have form'd: which you I think a 
very whimſical one. Know then, that I intend to- 
ſet out as ſoon as poſſible for Salamanca: There 
I ſhall diſguiſe my ſelf like a Cavalier, and under 
the feign'd Name of Don Feliu get acquainted with 
Pacheco, By this Means I may:chance-to-winyhis 
Friendſhip and Confidence: I'll talk to him of 
Aurora de Guſman, whoſe Relation I ſhall paſs for, 
it's not impoſſible he'll deſire to ſee her, and that's 
what I drive at. I'll take two Lodgings at Salaman- 
ca: In one as Don Felix; in the other as urn; 
and by appearing to Don Lewis at one timp in 
the Habit of a Man, and at another in my on, 
I may by Degrees draw him into my Snare. This 
my Project is I own ſomewhat extravagant; but 
Love runs away with Reaſon, and the Innocence 
of our Intentions make us bliad to the bow: 6 of fo 
raſh an Enterprizſqge. ; 
For my Part, tho” I was a 0 deal * Aubert - 
Opinion, as to the Raſhneſs of her Deſign; I re- 
ſolv'd, however, not to play the Pedagogue. On 
the contrary, I fell to gliding the Pill, and under. 
C's took 
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121 
took to prove, that this ſtrange Project was FO 
harmleſs Wit, which pleased my Miſtreſs 
to the Heart: for Lovers expect their moſt idle 
Thoughts 0 be approved and flattered. We now 


. ok d up this Undertaking as little elſe than a 


Comedy, which we were to play as well as, we 
could; and firſt choſe our Actors out of the F amily, 
and then diſtributed the Parts. Thus far we went 


on without Clamour or Quarrel, for we were no 


Actors by Trade. Dame Ortiz was to play 


: Auroras Canes by the Name of Donna Chimena de 


Guſman'; ſhe was to have a Man and a Maid; and 


Aroru in the Dreſs of a Cavalier, was to have me 
for her Valet de Chambre, and one of her Women, 


diſguiſed like a Page, to attend her in private. 
The Characters thus caſt,” we return'd to Madrid 
where we heard that Don Lewis ſtill remain'd, but 
that he was ſhortly to go to Salamanca. We got 
our acting Dreſſes made with all Speed, and when 
done, my Miſtreſs had them neatly pack'd up, as 


chey were only to be worn in Time and Place, At 
length committing the Care of the Houſe to her 


Majordomo, ſhe ſet out in a Coach drawn by four 
Mules, took the Road to the Kingdom of Leon, 
with ſuch of the Servants who had any Part to act 
in this Comedy, and at length reach'd Salamanca. 
Thete we hired a ready furniſh*d Houſe, and Dame 
Ortiz, as was before agreed, took upon her the 
Name of Donna Chimena de Guſman. She has been 
a Duegna too long, not to be well ſkiPd in her Part. 


One Morning we went out with Aurora, and found 
the Houſe were Pacheco commonly lodged. She 


aſk'd if they had an Apartment to let: and was 
ſhew'd a very neat one, which ſhe hired. She gave 
Earneſt, and told the Woman of the Houſe it was 


"100. a N of Vers N from Toledo to 


"Wy 


ſtudy at Salamanca, and that ſhe expected him that 


: Ii ; 1 


very Day. | . CO = FO ON OE 
The Duegna and my Miſtreſs, 'after this, re- 


turn'd to their other Houſe, and the beautiful 


Aurora, without loſing Time, transform'd herſelf 
into a Cavalier. She cover'd her black Hair with 
a light Perriwig, painted her Eye-brows of the ſame. 
Colour, and decked herſelf out, in ſuch a Manner, 
as to make a ſmart young Gentleman. Her Mien 
was ſo free and eaſy, that nothing but her too 
pretty Face, could poſſibly betray the Diſguiſe. 
The Maid too, who was to perſonate a Page, dif- 
guiſed herſelf ſo, that we did not at all ſuſpe& ſhe 
would play her Part amiſs: ſhe was none of” the 
moſt handſome, and had an Air of Aſſurance per- 
fectly agreeing with the Character ſhe was to 
perform. In the Afternoon theſe two Actreſſes, 
being confident they could now ſafely appear upon 
the Stage of their new Lodging, ſet out thither in 
the Company of my Worſhip, in a Coach, with all 
= Things, we reckon'd we ſhould ſtand in need 
of 98 
The Landlady, Mrs. Bernarda Ramirez, received 
us with great Civility, and led us to our Apart- 
ment, where we had ſome talk with her, and 
agreed for our Board by the Month. We then 
aſked her if ſhe had many Lodgers beſides : No, re- 
plied ſhe; but I need not want for them, were I 
willing to take in any ſort of People: For my 
part, I chuſe none but young Noblemen, This very 
Evening I expect one from Madrid. *Tis Don 
Lewis Pacheco: perhaps you have heard of him. 
No, replied Aurora, I can't fay I know him; and 


ſhould be glad if you would give me ſome Account 


of him, as we are to lodge in the ſame Houle. 
Sir, faid the Landlady, he is a very fine Gentleman, 
I affure you; I think not unlike yourſelf. Ah! 
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[44] 
you'll be excellent Company for each other! By 
St. Jago, I may now boaſt that I have for 
Lodgers the two prettieſt Gentlemen in all Spain. 
This Don Lewis then, replied Aurora, is I preſume 
a happy Fellow among the Girls here ?. Ay, that 
he is, anſwer d the Old Woman; a Gallant every 


Inch of him. He need only ſhew himſelf, and 


Conqueſts drop in upon him plentifully. Among 


the reſt, he has charm'd a young Lady of great 


Beauty, whoſe Name is {ſabella, the Daughter of 
an old muſty Lawyer; ſhe is almoſt mad for 
him. Pray Madam, interrupted Aurora, is he too, 
as fond of her? He loved her very paſſionately, 
anſwered Ramirez, before his Departure for Madrid: 

But whether he till continues in the ſame Mind is a. 
doubt, for he is a little given to wavering, as your 


young Noblemen generally are. 
The good Woman had hardly done ſpeaking, 


when we heard a Noiſe in the Court, and looking 


out of the Window, ſaw lighting from their 
Horſes, Don Lewis Pacheco, and a Valet de Cham- 
bre. The old Woman run to receive him; and 
my. Miſtreſs. prepared herſelf, not without ſome 
Anxiety, to act the Part of Don Felix, Don Lewis, 
ſoon afterwards, came in booted and ſpurred as he 


was. I was informed, ſays he, faluting Aurora, 


there is a young Nobleman of Toledo lodges | here. He 
will give me leave to congratulate myſelf, in being 
under the ſame Roof with him. My Miſtreſs re- 
turn'd this Compliment, and Pacheco ſeem'd ſur- 
prized to ſee: ſo handſome a Cavalier. After 
many Compliments, Don Lewis retired into his 
Apartment. 

Whilſt he was pulling off TR Boots, and changing 


his Cloaths, a Page, who wanted to deliver him a 


Letter, happening to meet with Aurora upon the 
8 caſe, took her for Don Lad, and gave her 
the 


FF. 
the Billet: There, Signior Cavalier, faid he; tho” 
I never ſaw Don Pacheco in my Life, I don't chink 1 
need aſk you if you are he. I dare ſay I am not 
miſtaken. No, no, ſays ſhe, with an admirable 
Preſence of Mind; you are mighty right. I ſhall 
take care to ſend an Anſwer, Upon this, the Page 
diſappear'd, and Aurora, ſhutting herſelf up with 
the Maid and myſelf, open'd the Letter, and read as 
follows: I have juſt heard that you are at Salamanca. 
With how much Pleaſure was 1 inform'd of this agree- 
able News! tranſported beyond my Wits with Joy. 
And do you ſtill love Iſabeſla? Come then, and aſſure 
her that you are ſtill the ſame as when you parted from 
her. Shou'd ſhe find you FO ber Rapture * | 
be inſupportable. ; 
A moſt paſſionate Billet, ſays Away here's A 
Heart deeply in Love, with a Witneſs. This Lady 
is a Rival not to be deſpiſed. Don Lewis's Affection 
muſt be taken off, he muſt viſit her no more. The 
Undertaking is ſomewhat difficult: However I 
may happen to accompliſh my Deſign. Here Au. 
rora began to ſtudy ; and a Moment after added : If 
they are not divided in leſs than four and twenty 
Hours, Fll forfeit my Life. Pacheco, having taken 
a little Repoſe in his own Apartment, came to ours, 
and fell again into Converſation, with Aurora before 
Supper. Signior, ſays he, jeſting, I believe the 
Huſbands and Lovers will have no Cauſe to rejoice - 
at your coming to Salamanca; by your Looks you 
ive them ſome Diſturbance, For my Part, I ex- 
pect to loſe all my Conqueſts. Your Fear, ſaid my 
Miſtreſs, is not very ill grounded. Don Felix de 
Mendocia is ſomewhat formidable, I can tell you. 
Beſides, I know ſomething of the Ground here. The 
Women are none of the moſt cruel. About a 
Month ſince, riding thro' this Town, I ſtay'd here 
eight 


[6] 
t Days and entre nous, inflamed the Daugh ter 
of an old Lawyer. 

Don Lewis was not a little uneaſy at theſe Words: 
Might one aſk the Lady s Name, ſays he, without 
being too free? Oh, you are heartily welcome, an- 


ſer d Don Felix; Why ſhould I make a Secret of 


ſuch an Affair? Don't think 1 am more reſerved - 
than other People of my Age. Beſides, between 
you and I, the Woman does not deſerve ſo much 
Regard. She is only a Cir, and a Man of Quality is 
never ſeriouſly in Love with thoſe People; he thinks 
he does them Honour enough, in condeſcending to 
diſhonour them. Without any further Ceremony, 
the Lady's called Iſabella; and her Father is, inter- 
rupted Pacheco, impatiently, Murcia de Llanna, is 
he not? The ſame, reply*'d my Miſtreſs, Here's a 
Letter ſhe juſt now ſent me. Read it, and you'll 
judge whether my Princeſs is fond of me or no. 
Don Lewis caſt his Eyes upon the Letter, and know- 
ing the Hand, was in the utmoſt Confuſion and Dis 
ſturbance. Hey dey ! continued Aurora, in a Sur- 
prize: You change Colour: I'm afraid you have 
ſome Intereſt in the Lady! if ſo, I am very ſorry 
I ſpoke with ſuch Freedom. 

Jam rather obliged to you for it, reply*d Don 
| Lewis: Baſe Woman! Don Felix] You have deli- 
vered me from an Error, in which I might long 
have remain'd. I imagined myſelf beloved, nay, 
adored by 1/abella; but I find ſhe is a meer Coquet, 
and deſerves only Contempt. I can't help appro- 
ving your Reſentment, anſwers Aurora: A Creature 
of her mean Birth, ſurely might have been con- 
rented with one Nobleman at a Time, eſpecially ſo 
agreeable a Man as you are! Her Inconſtancy will 
admit of no Excuſe ; and, to puniſh her, Lam re- 
ſolved to contemn her Favours. For my Part, an- 


ſwer'd Pacheco, I will never ſee her again. That's 
all 


121 


as; > I mean to take. Ton are very. 
much in the path cry'd the falſe Mendoria. Vet, to 
ſhew her how little we both care for her, if you'd 


take my Advice, we'd each of us write her an in- 


fulting Letter. PI ſeal them up both together, and 
ſend them as an Anſwer to her Billet. But before 
ve proceed to theſe Extremities, | conſult your Heart; 
perhaps you may ſoon repent having broken with - 
Jabella. No, no, interrupted Don i, 1 ſhall 
never be fo weak; Il do any Thing in order to 
mortify the ungrateful Woman. = 
Upon this, they fat down to write a Letter to the 
Lady. Pacbeco could not think of Words home 
enough to expreſs his Mind. However, at laſt he 
finiſſid it: It ran thus: Learn, my Princeſs, to know 
your ſelf better ; and not be vain enough to fancy I love 
you. It muſt be another Sort of Merit than yours, to 
engage My Aﬀeftions, Your Charms have not Power 
enough to amuſe a Gentleman for a Moment. The low- | 
oft Scholar in the whole Univetfity, is too gaod for on. 
Anrora, having finiſh'd hers, which was of the ſame 
Strain, ſeal'd them both up, and put them in a Caſe: 
Sil Blas, fays the, deliver this Packer to Iſabella 
this Evening. ü 
{ went about my Bufineſs, and being got into 
the Street: So Signior Gi Blas, ſays I to myſelf; 
you are to act the Valet in this Comedy, are you? 
Well then, Friend, let us ſee that you have Wit 
enough to perform fo conſiderable a Part with Ap- 
plauſe. Stgnior Don Felix thought it was enough 
to tip the Wink: Tou ſee he depends upon your 
Contrivance for the reſt, has he judged wrong in 
fo doing? No, I gueſs his Mine Tam to de- 
liver Don Lewis's Billet only, nothing can be more 
plain: I immediately therefore unſealed the Packet, ; 
took out Pacheco's Letter, and carried it to the Lady z > 
the little Page who was ſent to our Lodging was at 
the Door, Brother, ſays I to him, are not you a 
Sort of an Attendant upon Dr. Murcia Daughter? 
D * ren. | 


Yes, replies he. * Kia ts. * a Phyſiog-. 35 
nomy ſays I, that I muſt make bold to deſire you. 
' to give this Biller-doux to your Miſtreſs. ' | 
The Page aſk'd me who it came from, and I 
no ſooner told him from Don Lewis Pacheco, than 
he bid me follow him, for he had Orders to bring 
me to 1/abella herſelf. I followed him into a little 
Chamber, where I found the Lady. I own I was 
ſurprized at her Beauty; I never ſaw more regular 
Features. Friend, ſaid ſhe, with an obliging Coun- 
tenance, do you belong to Don Lewis Pacheco? 1 
anſwered, that I had been his Valet de Chambre for 
about three Weeks, And then I deliver'd her the 


fatal Epiſtle, ſhe read it over two or three Times, 


cby'd hardly believe what ſhe ſaw, lifted up her 
Eyes to Heaven, bit her Lips, and ſhew'd in her 
Face the Uneaſineſs ſhe felt in her Heart. After- 
wards, addreſſing herſelt to me: Friend, ſays ſhe, 
is Don Lewis run mad? If you are able, pray in- 
form me. What Demon is he pofſeſs'd with? If 
he has an Inclination to break with me, cannot he 
do it without affronting me ſo very groſly? Madam, 
ſays 1, my Mafter is certainly in the wrong: But 
he was under a Neceſſity of doing what he did. If 
you will be ſecret, I'll tell you the whole My- 
ſtery. I promiſe you to be as ſecret as you can de- 
2 reply'd ſhe haſtily, I'll never betray you: 
peak boldly: Well then, anſwer'd I, the Matter 
Ranch thus. A Moment after he received your Let- 
ter, there enter'd our Lodgings a Woman cover'd 
with a Veil, ſhe aſk*d for Signior Pacheco, talk'd to 
him in private, and at laſt I heard her ſay to him; 
You ſwear, you will never ſee her again; but that 
won't fatisfy me: Write her a Letter this Moment, 
as 1 ſhall diate it: This I inſiſt on. Don Lewis 
did as ſhe deſired, and, giving me the Letter, bid 
me enquire out the Houſe of Dr. Murcia de la Llan- 
za, and get this Note into the Hands of Iſabella. 
You ſce, Madam, by this the Letter is the ef 
o 


[19] 
: 8&4 a Rival, and 3 my Maſter ' not © fo 
_ guilty. O Heaven! cry'd, ſhe, this is worſe than 
the other. His Infidelity offends me more than the 
Words he writes to me. Ah Faithleſs! — But, let 


him follow his new Miſtreſs without Conſtraint: I 


don't intend to diſturb him in the leaſt. Tell him 1 
ſhould have left my Rival a elear Stage, without his 
inſulting me in this Manner; and that I deſpi 


waycring a Lover too much to endeavour to keep 
him mine. 


For my Part I departed well ſatisfied 3 — 


I had 30 6 and fancy'd I might in Time come ta 
be a very able Trickſter, if I wou'd but apply my 
Talents that Way. I return'd, and found Mendecia 


and Pacheco at Supper, converſing as freely as if 


they had been. old Acquaintance; Aurora ſaw b 

my Looks, I had acquitted myſelf of my Commiſ- 
ſion with Succeſs, Well, Gil Blas, ſays he; what 
Anſwer. . I faid I had deliver'd the Packet with my 


own Hands, and that Labella, having read the two 


Billet · doux contain'd in it, fell into ſuch; a Fit of 
Laughter, that I took her for a Max chen: and 
when her Mirth was a little over, ſhe. cry d. out: 
Why the Gentlemen have a very pretty Style, 
have hardly known any body write half ſo agreegbly. 
She carried it off then triumphantly, ſays Lis, 0 
This is a Coquet with a Vengeance! For my pa 

ſays Don Lewis, I ſtand amazed at Labels ag 


in this Manner. She is ſtrangely alter' d ſure, during 
my Abſence; I own, reply'd Aurora, I could never 


have believed this of her, no more than you. But 


ſome Women are artful enough to aſſume all Shapes. 


I have formerly been in Love myſelf with one of 

theſe Creatures, who jilted me a long while. Gil 

Blas will tell you whe a demure Air ſhe had. Tis 

very true, ſays I, officiouſly, ſhe had a Look would 

have cozen'd the wiſeſt Man in the World. I my- 
ſelf might have been caught by it. 


At this, Pacheco, and the falfe Mendecia, lawgh'd D F 
D's”: har? 
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heartily; the one at the Teſtimony. I bore againſt an 
imaginaty Eafs, the other at the Terms I made uſe 
of, The Remainder of the Diſcourſe turned upon 
thoſe Women that khow how to diſguiſe their 
Thoughts and Looks, and the Reſult of our Confe- 
rence was, tllat Iabella was condemned for a Jilt. 
Don Letvis again ptoreſts, he would never ſee her 
more, atid Don Felix, after his Example, ſwore he 
would hold her in the greateſt Contempt, _In Con- 
ſequence of theſe Proteſtations, they contracted a 
Friendſhip together, mutually .promiſed to keep 
nothing fectet from each other, After other Com- 
ments, when Supper was over, each retired to 
lis 1 I follow'd Aurora, and gave her 
an exdet Account of the Diſcourſe I had with Ja- 
bells, withour omitting the leaſt Circumſtance ; 1 
thought my Miſtreſs wou'd have kiſs'd me for Joy: 
Dear Gil Blas, ſays ſhe, 1 am charm'd with thee, 
When we are obliged to have Recourſe to Strata- 
gems and Artifices, what an Advantage is it to have 
10 exact an Affiſtant as you are? We have defeated 
one Rival that might have given us ſome Trouble, 
but we Lovers are liable to ſtrange Turns of For- 
tune, 1 am for making ſhort Work of it, and bring. 
ing myſelf upon the Stage To- morrow. I approv d 
her Reſolttivn, and retired to my little Cloſet, where 
my Bed ſtobd. F 42 
The two new Friends got together next Morning, 
went dut to walk about the Town, and I attended 
upon them, together with Chilindron Don Lewis's 
Valet: We return'd to our Lodging about Dinner- 
time. My Miſtreſs ſat down to Table with Pacheco, 
| and artfully turn'd the Converſation upon her own 
Family : My Father, ſays ſhe, is a younger Brother 
of .the Famiy of Mendocia, - ſettled at Toledo; and 
my Mother is Siſter to Donna Chimena de Guſman, 
who is lately come to Salamanca about an important 
Affair, with her Niece Aurora, the only Daughter 
of Don Vincent de Guſman, who I ſuppoſe you know. 
re 
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ing with the old Woman, took their Leave and e 
tired. i 


Don Lewis carried us to a young Gentleman of 


his Acquaintance, call'd Don Gabriel de Pedros, 
where we paſs'd the reſt of the Day, ſupp'd, and 
Raid till Two in the Morning. About half way 
home, we found two Men ſtretch*d out upon the 
Groung, whom we ſuppoſed unfortunate Wretches 
murder'd by Villains, and therefore ſtopt to give 
them Aſſiſtance, if it was not too late. As we were 
examining if they had any Life remaining, the 
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Wich canis; who a füt cock üs for the Murderers, 


but had a better Opinion of us when they heard us 


peak, and with the Help of their dark Lanthorns, 


diſcover'd the Faces bf Mendocia and Pacheco, Af- 


terwards they examined the two Men they imagined 
we had kill'd, and found them to be an unwieldy 


Licentiate with” his Footman, both dead drunk. 


Gentlemen, cried one of the Watch, I know this 
great | fat Fellow: Tis the Licentiate Guyomar, Rector 


dk our Univerſity. For all he looks thus, he's one 
of the greateſt Scholars at Salamanca. There's ne' er 


a Philoſopher of them all, but what he lays upon his 


Back in a Diſpute. His Tongue i is never tired. He 
is juſt now come from his 1/abella, and by bad Luck, 


His Guide is got as drunk as himſelf, and are both 
tumbſed into the Kennel. But this often happen'd 
to him before he was Rector. Honour, you: ſee, 


does not always change Mens Manners. We left 
the two Sots in the Hands of the Watch, who took 


care of them, and went ſtraight to our Lodgings, 


and thought of nothing but taking our Reſt.- 


About Noon Don Felix and Don Lewis ab 


Aurora de Guſman was the firſt Thing they talk'd 


of. Eil Blas, fays my Miſtreſs, go to my Aunt, 
And afk if Signior Pacheco and I can fee my Couſin 


to-day. / I went on my Errand, or rather te conſult 


Vith the Ducgna what we ſhould do. When we had- 


concerted Meaſures; I return'd to Mendocia : Sir, 
ſays I, your Couſin Aurora order'd me to tell you 


that your Viſit will be very agreeable ; and Donna 


Chimena bid me aſſure Signior Pacheco, that for your 
Sake he ſhou'd always be extremely e to her 
Houſe. 

Don Lewis was much pleaſed with "hate laſt 
Words. Juſt before Dinner, Chimena's Footman 
appear d, and ſaid to Don Felix: Sir, a Man from 
Toledo came to aſk for you at my Lady your Auat's, 
and left this Note for you. Mendocia open'd it, 


and read: I yon would bear News of your Father, 
and other zmportant Apairs, vou ws go to the Black- 


Horte 
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„„ "Tak : 
Horſe near the Univerſity, immediately upon: the Re, ; 
ceipt of this Note. I'm ſo impatient to hear this 

News, ſays he, that: I'm reſolved to be gone this 


Moment. Signior Pacheco, continued he, if Iam 


not back in two Hours, go to my Aunts without | 
me. l'll be with you there in the Afternoon. The 
| Meſſage Gil Blas brought you, gives you a very 
good Pretence to viſit there, Upon theſe Words 
he went out, and order'd me to follow him. 

You will imagine, that inſtead of the the Black- 
Horſe, we went to Ortiz's Houſe. The Moment 
we got there, Aurora pull'd off her Perriwig, waſh'd 
her Eye-brows, put on her own Dreſs, and became 
a handſome brown Girl, as ſhe naturally was. Her 
Diſguiſe alter*d-her ſo much, that no body wou d 
ever have taken Aurora and Bon Felix for the ſame. 
When ſhe had added to her Charms all the Aſſiſtance of 
Art, ſhe waited for Don Lewis, in an Emotion mix- 
ed with Fear and Hope. Sometimes ſhe thought the 
might truſt all to her Wit and Beauty; at others, 
ſhe trembled for fear ſhe ſhould prove unſucceſsful 
in this her firſt Attempt. Ortiz, on her ſide, pre- 
pared to do her beſt. For my Part, as I was not to 
be ſeen in that Houſe, but like thoſe Actors, who 
do not appear upon the Stage till the latter End of 
the Play, I went * Way as ſoon as J had got my | 
Dinner. 

At length every T bing being i in a Reset in ; 
comes Don Lewis, He was received with great 
Complaiſance by Chimena, and had two or three 
Hours Talk with Aurora; at the End of which I en- 
ter'd the Chamber, and addreſſing myſelt to the 
Cavalier: Signior, ſays I, my Maſter Don Felix 
can't wait upon you here to Day. He begs you 


to excuſe him. He is with Three Toledans, from PE 


whom he can't poſſibly get away. Ah, the Hes 
bauchee, , cry'd Donna Chimena; he is got into 
Drinking, I dare lay my Life. No, Madam, re- 
** I, they are upon very 3 Affairs. He's 
| ex- 


ner 1 
extremely ry d be dan dee according to his £2 
Promiſe. He charged me to tell this, both to you | 

and Donna Aurora. Indeed, ſays my Miſtreſs, T 
fhan't admit this Excuſe ; he Knows 1 have been ill: 
He ought to be more tender of his Relations than 
this comes to. But, to puniſh him, he ſhan't fee 
ive again this Fortnight. Oh, Madam, cried Don 
Lewis, do not form fo cruel 4 Reſolution : Don 
Felix, I dare fay, thinks it Puniſhment 7 8 to 
| rp the Pleaſure of your Converſation. 

They continued upon this Subject for ſome Time: 

when Pachzro retired. The charming Aurora im- 
mediately changed her Dreſs, reaſſumed her Ca- 
Fafier's en; and returned to our Lodging as ſoon 

4 1 You'll forgive me, my dear Friend, 
fard "The to Don Lewis, for not coming to you 
at my Aunt's; I did not know how to get rid of 
the Company 1 was in. But, however, I hope 
you have gratify*d your Curiofiry, What do you 
think of my 8 Coufin ? She has bewitch'd me, re- 
plied Pacheco: You ſaid true when you told me 

ſhe was like you. I never ſaw Features more re- 
ſempling: The fame Turn of the Face, the fame 
Eyes, The ſame Mouth, the ſame Voice. There is 
fome Difference indeed, Aurora is taller than you: 
She is brown and you are fair: you are gay, ſhe, 
ſerious ; and this is all there is to diſtinguiſh one 
from che other. As for Wit, continued he, I don't 
believe a Celeftial Subſtance itſelf can have more 
than your Couſin. In a Word, ſhe's the moſt com- 

Jleat Woman that my Eyes ever beheld. | 

Signior Pacheco pronounced theſe laſt Words 
very ſeriouſly; and Don Felix ſmiling, Friend, 
ſays he, go no more to Chimena's: take this Ad- 
vice for your Repoſe. Aurora de Guſman may 
Inſpire you with a Paſſion - T need not fee 
her again, interrupted he, to be in love with her; 
that Work is done already. I'm. very ſorry to hear 

that, replied the pretended Mendocia; for you are 

e 5 | not 


not a Man as will ſettle. 4 my o is no 
| Tabella, I can tell you, Aurora wou'd hardly 1 og 
_ ceive a Lover, whoſe Views were not honourable, 
Honourable! replied Don Lewzs: Can you think 
of any Thing leſs, to a Woman of her Birth? 
Alas, I ſhould look upon myſelf as the. happieſt of 
| Mortals, if ſhe approved of my Addreſſes o far, as 
to tie her Deſtiny to mine. 
If you are thereabouts, replied Don Fils, III 90 
you all the good Offices in my Power: And I will 
engage to bring over my, Aunt to your Intereſts, 
and ſhe has a very great Influence upon my Couſin. 
Pacheco returned a thouſand Thanks to a Cavalier, 
who fed him with ſuch pleaſing Hopes, and we 
ſaw with Joy, our Plot took as we could wiſh, 
The next Day, we increaſed Don Lewis's Paſſion 
by a new Invention. My Miſtreſs, after Having 
been to wait upon Donna Chimena, under Pretence 
of propoſing him to her, return'd to their Lodging: 
T have talked with my Aunt, ſays ſhe, and had no 
ſmall Trouble to make her your Friend, She was 
mightily prejudiced againſt you. I can't imagine 
who could have given her ſuch an ill Character of 
you: But I took your Part boldly, and have at 
length wiped off the ill Impreſſions ſhe had ROW 
of 8 
But this is not all, continued Aurora; 1 Thy a 
Mind you ſhould have: ſome Converſation with my 
Aunt in. my Preſence. Pacheco ſeem'd impatient 
to talk with Chimena, and that Satisfaction was 
granted him next Morning. The falſe Mendocia 
carried him to Dame Ortiæ, and all three had a 
Converſation together, wherein Don Lewis ſhew'd 
that he had. ſuffer'd himſelf to be very much in- 
flamed in a ſhort Time. The crafty Chimena ow: 
' tended to be moved at his Tenderneſs, and pro 
miſed to do all ſhe cou'd to perſuade her Niece * 
accept of him. Pacheco threw himſelf at the Feet 
. o good. an Aunt, 92 a her for 1 


extremely ſotry that he r come according to 6% 
Promiſe. He charged me to tell this, both td u 
und Dona Aurora. Iudeed, ſays my Miſtreſs, 1 
an' t admit this Excuſe; he ugs I have been ill: 
He ought to be more tender of his Relations than 
this comes to. But, to puniſh him, he ſhan't fee 
me again this Formight. © Oh, Madam, cried Don 
Lewis, do not form ſo cruel 4 Reſolution : Don 
Felix, I dare ſay, thinks it Puniſhmenc * to 
loſe the Pleafure of your Converſation. 

They continued upon this Subject for ſome Tine: 2. 
when Pachero retired. The charming Aurora im- 
mediately changed her Dreſs, reaſſumed her Ca- 

valier's Habit, and rerurned-to our Lodging as foon 
as Poſſible: You'll forgive me, my dear Friend, 
 fard The to Don Lewis, for not coming to you 
at my Aunt's; I did not know how to get rid of 
the Company 1 was in. But, however, I hope 
you have gratify'd your Curiolny, What do you 
think of my Coufin ? She has bewitch'd me, re- 
plied Pacheco: You ſaid true when you told me 
fhe was like you. I never faw Features more re- 
ſembpling: The fame Turn of the Face, the fame 
Eyes, the ſame Mouth, the ſame Voice. There is 
fome Difference indeed, Aurora is taller than you: 
She is brown and you are fair: you are gay, ſhe, 
ſerious; and this is all there is to diſtinguiſh one 
from the other. As for Wit, continued he, I don't 
believe a Celeftial Subſtance itſelf can have more 
than your Couſin. In a Word, ſhe's the moſt com- 
leat Woman that my Eyes ever beheld. | 

Signior Pacheco pronounced theſe laſt Words 
very ſeriouſly; and Don Felix ſmiling, Friend, 
fays he, go no more to Chimena's: take this Ad- 
vice for your Repoſe. Aurora de Guſman may 
infpire you with a Paſſion T need not fee 
her again, interrupted he, to be in love with her; 
that Work is done already. I'm very ſorry to hear 


that, 4 — Mendocia: z for you are 
not 
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Vabella. I can tell you, Aurora wou'd hardly re- 
_ ceive a Lover, . whoſe Views were not honourable. 


Honourable! replied Don Lewis: Can you think 


of any Thing leſs, to a Woman of her Birth ? 


Alas, I ſhould look upon myſelf as the. happieſt of 


 Mortals, if ſhe approved of my Addreſſes ſo far, * 
to tie her Deſtiny to mine. 
If you are thereabouts, replied Don Felix, Pl as 
you. al the good Offices in, my Power : And I will 
engage to bring over my; Aunt to your Intereſts, 
and ſhe has a very great Influence upon my Couſin. 
Pacheco returned a thouſand Thanks to a Cavalier, 
who fed him with ſuch pleaſing Hopes, and we 
ſaw with Joy, our Plot took as we could with. 
The next Day, we increaſed Don Lewis's Paſſion 
by a new Invention. My Miſtreſs, after having 
been to wait upon Donna Chimena, under Pretence 
of propoſing him to her, return'd to their Lodging: 
I have talked with my Aunt, ſays ſhe, and had no 
ſmall Trouble to make her your Friend. She was 
mightily prejudiced againſt you. I can't imagine 
who could have given her ſuch an ill Character of 
you: Bur I took your Part boldly, and have at 
length wiped off the ill Impreſſions ſhe had received: 
of . 

But this is not al, continued Aurora; I hs a 
Mind you ſhould have ſome Converſation with my 
Aunt in my Preſence. Pacheco ſeem*d impatient 
to talk with Chimena, and that Satisfaction was 


granted him next Morning. The falſe Mendocia : 


carried him to Dame Ortiz, and all three had a 

Converſation together, wherein Don Lewis ſhew'd 
that he had ſuffer'd himſelf to be very much in- 
-flamed | in a ſhort Time. The crafty Chimena 15 

tended to be moved at his: Tenderneſs, and 
miſed to do all ſhe cou'd to perſuade her Niece to 


accept of him. Pacheco threw himſelf at the Feet 
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